
 Nelson and colleagues
(2004) demonstrated 83%
of students with EBD
scored below students
without EBD on a
standardized reading
measure. 

83%

INTENSIFYING
INTERVENTION TO

ADDRESS CO-OCCURRING
READING FLUENCY AND
BEHAVIOR DISABILITIES

 
  ERIN SHARKEY, CARMILLE TALLEY, DIANA WIGGINS- 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS-CHICAGO

 



It is well established that behavior and academic difficulties co-
occur (Smith et al., 2018; Wehby et al., 2005; Wills et al., 2010).
Students with poor literacy skills experience greater exclusion

from school, and worse educational and life outcomes
(ProLiteracy, 2022). The link between reading level and

incarceration rates has been explored. Kirkland (2019) reports ⅔
of 4th grade non-proficient readers will become incarcerated at

some point in their lives. Shippen et al. (2010) concluded
incarcerated men in the study’s sample were reading significantly

below the level of non-incarcerated peers in foundational
reading skill areas. Scully (2015) claimed juvenile offenders read

several grade levels below their peers. Proficiency in critical
areas of reading, such as fluency, is necessary to obtain gainful

employment and function in today’s society (Shutay et al., 2010).
Given the importance of early reading skills, evidence-based

interventions to address academic skill deficits are crucial

 
 

Teachers use specially designed instruction to
address academic deficits for students with

disabilities but when students have co-occurring
academic and behavior challenges intensive

intervention is needed above what is typically
provided in MTSS. Teachers can use the Taxonomy

of Intervention Intensity (Fuchs et.al., 2017) to
select and intensify interventions for both reading

fluency and behavior challenges. The taxonomy
requires teachers to rely on progress monitoring

data to make instructional decisions for each
student.This iterative process is called Data Based

Individualization (DBI). Read 180 and Behavior
Contracts are two evidence based interventions
that can be used together to help students with

reading achievement and behavior management. 

Data Based
Individualization

(DBI)
 

The last dimension of the
taxonomy that uses progress

monitoring data to
individualize interventions
based upon student needs.

 

 

 
 

Taxonomy of
Intervention Intensity

 
A framework used to intensify a

validated intervention. The
framework includes 7

dimensions to consider;
strength, dosage, alignment,

attention to transfer,
comprehensiveness, behavior or

academic support and
individualization. (Fuchs, Fuchs &

Malone, 2017)

 

 




